THE BUCKLAND BRIEF

OLD WEST BUCKLAND ASSOCIATION MAGAZINE
Issue 76/Summer 2019

In this Issue.. Alumni News... a full round up of the year’s
events ... sports reports.... Battlefields Tour... Exmoor

IN THIS ISSUE
President’s Message
In Brief - Alumni News
Visitors
Reunions
Sports Round Up		
Events
In Memoriam
Foundation News		
Staff Farewells
Upcoming Events

In his father’s footsteps..
The Spear family had cause to
celebrate this year’s Exmoor. Alex
(86-91C) was victorious in the Short
Race and his son Toby came 3rd in
the Junior Exmoor. Pictured is Alex
with his original 1989 2nd place
Junior Mugsy mug and Toby with his
replica 2019 version.
Prior to the race Alex bumped into fellow competitor, Matt
Wills (86 - 91F). They haven’t changed much, have they?!

Read more about the Exmoor
Run in this edition of the Buckland
Brief....
Jeremy Philp (50-62B) recently visited St. George’s Memorial Church in Ypres,
as part of a WW1 tour.
Many schools and regiments are commemorated in the church and, as WBS
contributed to those who fought in the Ypres salient, Jeremy suggested that a
memorial plaque might be a fitting tribute to them.
The cost is £400, if anyone would like offer support, please contact the OWBA/
Foundation Office

We are always keen to hear from Old West Bucklanders

Please share your reminiscences, news and achievements with us. Submit content for future issues or
request that someone receives a copy by contacting us at:
E: owba@westbuckland.com
T: 01598 760188
West Buckland School, West Buckland, Barnstaple, EX32 0SX
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Phillip Stapleton, Headmaster
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
2018/19 has been a busy year and I’m pleased to report that the OWBA is a thriving and successful organisation. It
strives to deliver its two core functions in intelligent and imaginative ways. Firstly, to create and deliver opportunities
for the wider OWBA community to come together, socialise and share the OWBA experience and secondly, to support
the school. To help us do this we are fortunate to have the support of the Foundation /OWBA Office. Amanda, Monica
and the two Lucys are a very welcoming and hardworking team and on behalf of us all I would like to thank them for
their industry and great good humour. It is fantastic to see how the mutually supporting relationship created between
the School, Foundation and OWBA has created the synergy and goodwill required to generate so much of our activity.
It really has been a busy year, the regional get togethers have been a blast. We re-introduced a very popular
London gathering this year, as well as hosting a series of group and Year class reunions at the School. Somehow, we
have managed to fit all our sporting and social dates into a packed school diary without upsetting too many people!
We are once again represented properly on the school governing body – an encouraging step.
In 2018 the Nation remembered the centenary of the end of the Great War. It was a war that had a notable impact on
the School community at West Buckland both then and now. The school remembered the fallen and more particularly,
those from the school who gave their lives in a variety of unique and interesting ways. We decided to run a battlefield
tour to the fields of Flanders and pay homage to those Old West Buckland Boys who fell. The October tour, excellently
organised by Chris Allin, Andy Keech and Monica Carter -Burns is reported on elsewhere, but suffice to say it was
enormously rewarding and judged an outstanding success by the 40 or so OWBA members and supporters who made
the trip to Belgium.
In line with the school, we have re-vamped and upgraded the OWBA website. The new website is now live and dare
I say it - a more modern and interactive design allow us to communicate in a far more effective way for some time to
come. We’re also going to run our mentoring programme through the website so, If you haven’t logged on then you
must do so!! Find the website here: https://owba.westbuckland.com/homepage
The next big event on the calendar is the OWBA Sports Day and charity Rugby Dinner on the 7th September 2019.
We are always looking for volunteers to shoot, play rugby, netball and hockey so get in touch with Monica in the
OWBA Office without delay. Details for the charity dinner are also on the website but hurry because it is proving
hugely popular.
My Presidency comes to an end in September 2019 but I wish to report that the OWBA is thriving. Each Year 13
group is now properly inducted into the OWBA as a cohort and new (old) faces continue to surface. The vast majority of people have happy memories of the school and if you would like to come back and see how the school has
progressed – and progressed it most certainly has, then give the OWBA Office a call and arrange a visit. Likewise, the
OWBA needs your support to continue to flourish; sign up to the website – come and be a committee member.
Play sport. Support events. Get involved.
I look forward to meeting you at the forthcoming events.

Ian Blewett (72-77G)

THE OFFICE
Amanda Reynolds, Foundation & Alumni Director
Monica Carter-Burns, Foundation & OWBA Officer
Anna Karpinska, Finance Offcer
With our special thanks to the lovely Lucys (Lancaster
& Gore) for their invaluable Admin support.

INBRIEF
Congratulations to Molly Chesworth (05-10F) on a stellar
performance in Call the Midwife.

Good luck to Ben Vellacott (09-11B) joining
Wasps from Gloucester as scrum half this
season.

Anne Ohlmann (nee Fuchs)
(84-85F) joined the World
Doctors' Orchestra to take
part in two fantastic televised
charity performances in
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.
Beth Keech (00-16C) had the prestigious honour of representing Oxford
University Women’s Boat Club (Osiris) crew in the annual boat race against
rivals, Cambridge.
Look out for Diane Jeffrey’s (82-91F) third novel which is due for publication in August.
The Guilty Mother is a rollickingly good read “Tense and unpredictable, it is a story full to
the brim of drama, great characters, clever plot and sub and sub sub plots” and available in all
good book stores and Amazon.
WBS archivist, Berwick Coates found it something of a shock when he
worked out that he had taught over 40,000 lessons. However, with a record
like that, it seemed not unreasonable to suppose that he might have a thing
or two to say.
Berwick has written fifteen books to date and is currently working on a new
project about the events covered by the Bayeux Tapestry.

Hester Berry (96-05F) shares the benefit of her knowledge with fellow artists
in this beautifully constructed guide to capturing the human figure.
Tate: Sketch Club: Life Drawing features 20 step-by-step exercises, to help hone
skills, build confidence.
Hester wrote the book and did all the drawings just in time for the arrival of
her second son! It was touch and go!

Jasmine’s Netball Success

I have recently reached 4 years of service in the Royal Navy (RN).
I am currently serving at HMS Drake as a Career Manager, where
I am responsible for the career movements and aspirations of the
Mechanical Engineering branch within the RN.
It is demanding work within a high pressured environment;
however, I enjoy and relish the day to day challenges. As a keen
sportswoman at West Buckland School, this has continued into the
RN.
I have played netball for the RN since I finished my basic
training in 2015 and this year, I was successfully selected for the
United Kingdom Armed Forces Netball Team (UKAF).
This has been a massive achievement that I have been aiming for
since I started representing the RN at Netball. UKAF Netball is
a team that plays at an international level. Most recently, I have
played in Barbados.
I was also fortunate enough to play in Fiji in 2016. I am a firm
believer in the fact that representing the Armed Forces in sport
affords you opportunities not normally available to the general
public and for that I will always be grateful.

Jasmine Brent (07-14F)

Alice Lancaster (05-12F)

completed her training as
a Logistics Officer in the
Royal Navy and is now serving
on board the aircraft carrier
HMS Queen Elizabeth.
The ship will be deployed to the
US in September.

Niamh Rees-Doherty
(07-12F) is currently on her

If you would like to share your news,
contact the OWBA/Foundaion
Office:
T: 01598 760188
E: owba@westbuckland.com

final exercise in Bavaria,
Germany and commissions
from Sandhurst in August.

Niamh's platoon came top
in training and have earned
the prestigious accolade of
taking the lead in the
Sovereign's Parade.

Sub Lieutenant Rory Slee (11-13F)
Passed out as a commissioned officer
from Britannia Royal Naval College
Dartmouth.

VISITORS

We are always delighted to welcome visitors to the school and enjoy
the memories that they share with us.
Here is selection of WBS friends we have met this year....

It was an absolute pleasure to meet Bery
Chan (07-11C). He had a great time
reminiscing with some of his teachers.

Jo Blythe (89-96F) shared
her invaluable knowledge
with the students during Year
11 Careers Interviews.
Oliver Evans (68-71C) enjoyed a tour of the
school and met Ranger Russ and Clive the snake

Thank you to Rachel Groome (05-14C)
who took time out of her busy course to
chat to our Sixth Formers about life as a
medical student.

It was lovely to meet Ashley Venn (69-76B)
on a visit with Chris Ponder (73-12S)

In March, we welcomed
back Tom Mitcham
(98-11B) who delivered
an Aldiss Lecture to the
Sixth Form based on his
PHD in glaciology and
his current research on
Antarctica.

Our thanks to Tom Evans (01-08C), who took
time from his busy work schedule to offer
advice to our Year 12 Business Studies students.
During the tour of WBS he made a special visit
to Reception teacher, Jan Palin.

Flying Scholarship Boards
Back in the 1980s, cadets in the CCF RAF section would regularly travel down in the school minibus to
Exeter Airport on a Thursday afternoon. Three or four times every term, we would gain flying experience
in Chipmunk trainers with No. 4 Air Experience Flight of the RAF. The old Chipmunks were tandem-seat
aircraft with the pilot seated in the front and the cadet behind. Flights usually lasted 30-40 minutes, during
which the pilot would first instruct the cadet in the fundamental principles of flying the aircraft.
If showing sufficient confidence, the cadet would be given the opportunity to take the controls and fly the
aircraft. At the end of the flight, the cadet could enjoy, or suffer, a series of aerobatic manoeuvres enacted by
the pilot. Further flying experience with Chipmunks would take place during the annual summer camp at a
RAF station. For the really lucky such as myself, one cadet would be nominated each summer to have a ride
in the back seat of a ‘proper’ RAF aircraft, in my case a Jet Provost at RAF Linton-on-Ouse in 1986.
Once having caught the flying bug, with Sixth Form looming came the chance to apply for and gain an
RAF Sixth Form Scholarship, which included a Flying Scholarship. To do so required travelling to the RAF
Officer and Aircrew Selection Centre at the old RAF Battle of Britain station Biggin Hill. After five days of
gruelling assessments and tests, I emerged successful and was detailed to report to Bournemouth Hurn Airport for six weeks of flying training in the summer holidays between the Lower and Upper Sixth years.
At Hurn, the course consisted of intensive flying tuition, interspersed with classroom lectures and examinations on engines, airframes, air navigation, meteorology, and air law, for seven days a week. Having completed 10 hours flying on the workhorse Cessna-152 aircraft, trainees flew their first solo flight, lasting around
15 minutes. As the course progressed, the amount of solo flying time increased until all of us were flying
four hours solo every day by the end. While still flying with instructors, the latter would take the
opportunity to ‘divebomb’ the Radio 1 Roadshow broadcasting live from Bournemouth Beach.
With 40 hours of flying under your belt, the final
examination for the award of a private pilot’s licence would
involve flying solo to land and take off at two unfamiliar
airports. In my case, this involved taking off from
Bournemouth, flying to Bristol Airport, landing and
reporting to Air Traffic Control to pay the landing fees.
No one tells a trainee pilot that the runway at Bristol slopes
from both ends toward its peak in the middle. From one
end in a small light aircraft, it is not even possible to see as
far down the runway as is needed to take off, which is disconcerting to say the least. Obtaining clearance, I flew on to
Exeter Airport, where the procedure was repeated, and then
back to Bournemouth, a total journey of around three hours.
With confirmation from Bournemouth, Bristol, and Exeter Air Traffic Controls that all take offs and landings were
executed correctly and the flights completed in the specified
time, I received my Private Pilot’s Licence.
The experience gained thanks to the RAF Flying Scholarship
has lived, and will live, long in the memory. I will always be
grateful to WBS for providing the enabling environment for
me to learn to fly and gain my pilot’s licence, before even I
had a driving licence.
ADAM CALLAGHAN (80-87G)

University Entrants
Autumn 2018
Rory Bardner			
Imperial College, London
Geology and Geophysics
Issy Barten
King’s College London
War Studies and History
Alex Blackburn			
University of Manchester
Medicine
Sebastian Busselle		
Aberystwyth University
Genetics/Biochemistry
Michael Chan			
University of Lincoln
Media Production
Kitty Norika Chang Leung
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
Quantitative Social Analysis
Jack Chapman			
Cardiff University
Ancient History
Ethan Cobb			
University of Birmingham
Liberal Arts and Sciences
James Conchie			
Cardiff University
Urban Planning & Development
Kelsie Cooling			
Royal Welsh College of Music
and Drama
Cello
Dom Cork
University of Newcastle
Agriculture

Hong Kong Reunion

WBS Deputy Head, David Hymer and Amanda Reynolds
joined some of our Alumni from Hong Kong for a special
reunion.

Ivan Wan (00-07G)
A huge congratulations to Ivan Wan
(00-07G) on his engagement to his
bride-to-be, Suki.
Their wedding will take place on
22nd February 2020.

Barnstaple

Birmingham

University Entrants
Autumn 2018

Will Cowling
University of Sussex
Finance
Georgina Crosbie
University of Birmingham
Geography
Jamie Dennis
University of Bath
Economics
Toby Engelking
University of St Andrews
Neuroscience
Izzy Fincher
			 Gap year
Tony Geng
University of Manchester
Accountancy and Finance
Aria Gorban
CEU San Pablo University
		
Journalism
Mimi Hadley-Piggin
University of Durham
Modern Languages
Tom Hands
		
Gap year
Beth Harker
University of Newcastle
Politics
The White Hart, West Overton was the scene of a jolly get-together in
Morgan Harrison Hooton
March. The last time Michael Sweeney (56-63G) and Richard Hart
University of Surrey
(56-63F), met was in the 1960’s in Perth, Australia.
Nursing Studies
Annabel Heath
Sam Wightman (57-63C) reports
University of Reading
“ We agreed that in the event of any direct or indirect reference to BxxxT,
the “headmaster” would impose a minimum fine of £10, the proceeds going
Geography (Human)
to The Foundation. Sadly for The Foundation but a relief to all present,
Olly Holden
there were no such misdemeanours!”
Bournemouth University
Economics
Possible Hampshire Reunion
Jack Jarvis
Richard would like to hear from anyone who is interested in
University of Exeter
joining him for a get-together in Hampshire (date & venue
Biological Sciences
TBC)Please contact the office via mcb@westbuckland.com to
register your interest.

Sweeney/ Hart Reunion

Sports Roundup

Rain doesn’t quite stop play
In true WBS spirit, a bit of weather
wasn't going to stop some of thesummer sport.
OWBA Cricket moved indoors, a
fun and feisty basketball match took
place in the afternoon and the pupils
were delighted to meet Craig
Overton who joined us to unveil the
new Overton Scoreboard, kindly
sponsored by Westerley BMW
A huge thank you to everyone who
took part and made it a very
enjoyable day.

BISLEY 2019

West Buckland School Veterans Rifle Club
Shooting at Bisley.
One team of five entered the competition shoot at 500 yds on
the Century Range, following a practice/qualifying round at
200 yds on the Short Siberia Range.
As usual, David Pote stole the show. Scores at each range were:
200 yds
Dave Pote 47.3
Wakefield Carter 45.4
Nick Dennis 43.3
Mike Baggs 42.3
Chris Wilson 42.1
Kevan Cornfield 41.2
Alistair Assheton 40.1
Terry Curtayne 33.0

We're looking for recruits ...
Please let me know if you might be interested in joining us in future.
The next practice shoot is at the school on OWBA Sports Day,
7th September

500 yds
Dave Pote 46.3
Chris Wilson 44.0
Nick Dennis 42.3
Alistair Assheton 39.1*
Wakefield Carter 39.0
Mike Baggs 38.1*
Kevan Cornfield 34.0
* Shot at 500 yds outside the competition.

Wakefield Morys Carter (82-86B)

REFLECTIONS OF A JOURNEY TO THE WESTERN FRONT
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
At 11 o’clock on the morning of the 11th of November 1918 the guns of the Western Front fell silent after four
long, bitter and costly years of conflict. An Armistice was sought by the Central Powers, a ceasefire agreed by
the Combatants and the First World War came to a sudden and overwhelmingly quiet end.
The Great War was arguably the first great mechanised European war that had drawn in so many Nations
from across the Globe. It was said to be the war that changed the face of the United Kingdom, altered the
social structure of the nation and the politics of the country for ever. It was a war that in some way touched
every household in the land. The scale of sacrifice and suffering was enormous. For example, on 1st July 1916,
in the course of the first morning of the Battle of the Somme, the British Army suffered 57,470
casualties. 19,240 men died before lunchtime. During four years of largely static and savage trench warfare
against Germany and their allies, the UK and Commonwealth lost 908,371 men and women and a
further 2,090,212 were wounded. Nearly 200,000 were taken prisoner or missing. For obvious reasons,
it became known as “the war to end all wars”.
During the period 1914-1918, many of West Buckland School’s finest young men answered the Nation’s call
to Arms and signed up to fight. After a surprisingly short period of training those that had joined the Army
were dispatched to the front. Some ended up on the Western front, others fought in Mesopotamia, Egypt and
Arabia. Some others fought at Sea and some in the Air. 59 of them fell. 59 of them never came back.
Chris Allin who is a History teacher at the school ran a project as part of the study into the Centenary of
WW1. Part of his focus was to research the background and history of those young men who answered the
call but didn’t come back and whose names are listed on the memorial to the fallen in West Buckland School’s
Memorial Hall. Their stories were published by Chris in a publication entitled
“West Buckland School’s Fallen Soldiers of World War One”.

Chris followed up the publication of his book with a series of lectures and presentations to the school
community. It was after one of these presentations that an idea was mooted that perhaps the OWBA could
organise a visit to Belgium in order to pay our respects to the fallen and respectfully celebrate the silence of
the guns one hundred years ago. I thought the idea was fantastic and so did the OWBA Committee who
voted to support the venture.

Chris managed to rope in Andy Keech, a WBS parent and accomplished amateur WW1 historian and
together they managed to put together an interesting four day itinerary that was designed to visit as many
of the known graves of the WBS “old boys”, monuments listing those with no known graves and take in
some of the better known battlefield destinations in Flanders Field. They also volunteered to act as guides.
We determined that we would pay our respects to those without known graves by laying wreaths at the sites
where they are listed and for those with known graves we would plant an Royal British Legion cross with
a written message. At each site we would say a prayer and a different member of the party would recite the
lines of Laurence Binyon’s famous and moving poem: “They shall grow not old”. Monica Carter-Burns
volunteered to be the tour custodian and with the recces done, the coach booked and programme set we
left for Belgium, our base in Arras and the Ypres salient.
The British deployed its Army under Field Marshall French into Northern France in August 1914 and
fought alongside the French in order to stop a major German offensive (the Schleiffen Plan) through
Luxembourg and neutral Belgium with aim of seizing control of the French Channel ports. The Germans
were halted and retreated into Belgium occupying a series of higher ground defensive positions that were to
become the shoulders of the Ypres salient. A place in which British and Commonwealth soldiers would
spend the best part of three and a half years fighting for a breakthrough that would not come and would
burn the names of these awful battles of attrition into the National consciousness.
Many of the party had interesting tales to tell of relatives who had fought during the long campaign. John
Avens father had managed to fight through much of the war with the Westminster Rifles but like so many
survivors had never really spoken of his experiences. The visit helped John to give his father’s experiences
a sense of place. John Witheridge revealed that three of his relatives had fallen in the savage battles – none
had known graves. We were able to find the names on memorials to the fallen amongst The Devonshire
Regt names at Tyne Cot, the Menin Gate and Thiepval. Neil Kingdon too managed to find the name of one
of his great Uncles on the memorials we visited. It was nice to have Elma Rushe with us and is was a
sobering thought to witness so many graves of the brave Irish soldiers who fought in many famous
pre-partition British Army Regiments such as the Connacht Rangers, The Royal Dublin Fusiliers and Royal
Irish Fusiliers before the formation of the Republic.
Our guides were knowledgeable and entertaining and between them talked about the battles that each soldier had been part of, covered the history of each individual, including some background about his school
and military career and they managed to get us to the right places on time. We couldn’t get to every grave
or memorial but we got to most and we planted our crosses, laid our wreathes and paid our respects.
Luckily Alan and Kathy Kettle were with us, with an unending supply of prayer and good faith and on
several occasions Alan’s reflective and thoughtful wordss added greatly to our acts of devotion.
Of course, everybody who attended will take away their own memories
and reflections of the trip. For me, there were notable events and moments of reflection that will stick with me. Visits like these enable you to
obtain a first-hand sense of the scale of things; the topography, the size
and shape of the battlefield – in real terms the salient is very small. The
scars on the landscape and the piles of unexploded ordnance on the
edges of fields remind you of the ferocity of the fighting and the
enormous destructive power of the guns. Our visits to some of the major
war cemeteries and monuments leaves you with a mind-blowing sense of
the scale of loss involved. For instance, we learnt that the Tyne Cot war
cemetery contains the graves of 11,954 British and Kiwi servicemen of
which 8,369 remain unidentified. At the end of the cemetery, a panelled
memorial wall lists by Regiment the names of soldiers from 16 Aug 1917
who have no known grave – there are a staggering 34,991 of them. Many
of whom died at Passchendaele. There are many, many more names on
the Menin Gate and at Thiepval.

The realisation that people do not want to forget the sacrifices made one hundred years ago is both reassuring
and warming. It is too easy to allow these messages to be drowned out by other day to day stuff. Everywhere
you go there are school children of all nationalities and others visiting, learning and wrestling with the deeper
moral and historical issues raised by the nature of the war. David Cummins, Neil Kingdon and I were lucky
enough to lay a wreath on behalf of the OWBA at the Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate. There were
packed crowds and a palpable sense of respect and sadness. It brought a lump to the throat and we all needed
to repair sharply to a nearby bar for a restorative gin!. However, a visit to the Devonshire Regiment Cemetery
at Mametz did move me to tears. Here lie the bodies of 161 men of the 8th and 9th Battalions of the Devonshire Regiment, killed in minutes on the morning of the 01 July 1916. So many of the family names continue
to serve down through the generations and I recognised many from my own service with the Devonshire and
Dorset Regiment some 70 years later.

Our visit to Belgium would have meant all manner of different things to those present on the trip. I’m pleased
that we managed to find time in our busy lives to remember those Old Boys who gave so much in the service
of their Country. These things, these small acts matter. I am also pleased that although we were given much
to mull over think about it did not stop us from enjoying the experience, being in charming company,
making new friends and enjoying the sights and sounds of Arras.
To Chris, Andy and Monica I would like to extend a special thanks on behalf of us all for all the time and
effort put in to make the trip such a success.
Any volunteers for Normandy?

Ian Blewett

A Word from the Archive
Silent, Sad Service

Hugh Douglas Darvill was appointed to the school in January, 1914, to teach Maths and to be the Fourth Form

Master. He was a bachelor, so he lived in. He naturally collected all sorts of chores and duties which married staff were
able to avoid because they were not on the premises. Bachelors were convenient. Young ones particularly so. Darvill
was only 26.
He did not enjoy good health, but he buckled down to the spartan life of a boarding school out in the sticks, long before
staff regularly had motor cars to get about in. Darvill moreover was not a gregarious soul. He had many virtues, which
were recognised and appreciated, but a knack for company was not one of them. Nevertheless he gave loyal support to
the OTC (CCF now), and was a tower of strength during a deadly epidemic of scarlet fever (once the scourge of
boarding schools). Any teacher in a boarding school during a world war has to work twice as hard (Harries went
white).
Darvill may not have been the life and soul of the party, but he
clearly communicated compassion and understanding. So much
so that the Headmaster, Revd. Harries chose, and invited, him to
be best man at his wedding.
Then, in 1920, Darvill fell ill. Because of his previous
record, nobody at first regarded it as a surprise.
But he declined fast, and, in November of the same year, he died.
The surprise came when the School tried to inform his family.
3rd Front (L-R)
Despite all efforts, it proved impossible to trace them. Not one
member came to his funeral. The School had no choice but to
bury him in East Buckland churchyard.
It could be a lonely life as a bachelor in a remote country boarding school in Edwardian times (no buses, no cars, no
radio, no television). Poor health prevented him from taking part in a lot of outdoor activities (and West Buckland is
nothing if not an outdoor establishment). If one does not communicate easily with one`s fellows, it can be worse. But
at least one could look forward to taking refuge in the comfort of one’s family during the holidays. Darvill had none (at
any rate none that we know of).
Despite all that, the record gives off a whiff of fellow-feeling, of awareness of people`s needs, however silent or shy.
Hugh Darvill cared. And it showed. Kindness does not have to shout.

1950's Jazz Band

Berwick Coates

Thank you to Terry Curtayne (51-56F) for providing this photo of the
WBS (unofficial) jazz band of 1955-6.

"We were not encouraged by the authorities at the time as they didn’t really approve of the noise we made, but we

were given one concession, that of being allowed to use the piano in the Memorial Hall. We also made a record!

This by way of the loan of a tape recorder
from a shop in Barnstaple the owner of which
had a soft 78rpm disc pressed. Unfortunately,
we had no idea about acoustics and the end
result was pretty dreadful. I assume there are
no living examples of this record left; mine
died very early on.
The line-up was l/r “Slash” Fry on string bass,
“Whin” Godwin, who I believe, went on to
play clarinet in the RAF band, “Stef ”
Stephenson, “Syd” Powel, (he once claimed
that he had been to Australia!), “TJ”
Curtayne, (I was given the option by my
parents of either going to Switzerland with
the school or buying the saxophone),
Ian Pascoe was the trumpeter and finally “Goofy” Anderson on piano. He was the most accomplished of us all and
really quite good."

Congratulations to...
Laura Schofield (01-08F)
Laura Schofieild (01-08F) married Alistair Briffett on 25th
August 2018 at the Woolacombe Bay Hotel.
Alistair, a kiwi, met Laura in London 5 years ago and has
finally persuaded Laura to give life in New Zealand a go
for a couple years. They moved to Auckland in September.

Mel Thompson (07-12G)
Congratulations to Mel Thompson who married Graham Tottle on 25th May at Rookery Manor Somerset.

Corrine Cann (05-08B)
Warm Wishes to Corrine Cann (nee Jones) (05-08B) and her husband Mark
on their December wedding.
Following celebrations at High Bullen Hotel, the happy couple spent
Christmas and New Year on
honeymoon in Thailand.

Tom Evans (01-08C)
Married Jocelyn in July.
Wishing you both every
happiness.

The Association would also like to send warm
wishes to the following Alumni and their new
spouses
Lizzie Kelly
Jonno Engelking
Clemmie Tilly
If you would like to share your news, please
contact
E: mcb@westbuckland.com
T: 01598 760188

Tabitha Amador-Christie (06 - 08C)
Tabitha and Robin Fern were married last August 4th 2018 at Paschoe
House, Tabitha’s childhood home, which in 2016/17 she renovated and
opened as a boutique hotel, restaurant and wedding venue.
Within their first year they were awarded 5 gold stars by the AA and
invited to the Michelin guide.Thier next goal is 4 AA rosettes and
following on from that a Michelin star.

Emilie Le Barth (98-04F)
and
Jeremy Harris (10-13S)
Warmest wishes to Emilie Le
Barth (98-04F) and
Jeremy Harris (10-13S) who
married on a cruise in July last
year.

Tabitha Fox (96-09F)

Hearty congratulations to Tabitha Fox (96-09 F) on her marriage to Patrick Osborne.

Class of ‘69

When Duncan Oldreive and Robert Cattell were sharing a pint at the Plymouth Dinner last November, they
both thought that it might be a good idea to get as many of their year, namely those who left in 1969 , to
return or at least meet at some time in 2019 to mark the 50 years since leaving WBS .
Duncan took to organising and with much assistance from Monica Carter-Burns was able to get almost half
of the year group back to the School on Exmoor Day, April 4th.
We arrived the day before and enjoyed a very
pleasant reception, in what in our time at the
School was the office of the Headmaster Mr
Leslie Stephens.
This was not a room where we would have enjoyed going into 50 plus years ago as to be summoned in there meant only one thing `Six of the
Best` or if you were lucky maybe Four Strokes
dependant on the severity of your crime.
This time, however, it was adorned with photos
to allow us to reminisce. A surprise for us all was
a copy of our parents’ application for us to join
the school and a leaving summary from the then
Headmaster, none of which we had seen before.
Maybe a good read for some but for others..!!!

Lunch followed in the Karslake Hall. A bit different, choice of food and seating, no longer the long benches,
no choice of food and the quantity defined by your pecking order seating place.
After followed a conducted tour around the newer buildings and finally re-living the ghosts of the old parts
of the School that had held so many memories for us all. Too many to note here !!!
That evening, we re-lived yet more memories, this time of our underage drinking by returning to the Rolle
Quay Pub in Barnstaple. What a shock it stopped serving at 7pm!!. Still Geoff used his skills to get us an
extra round in.
Back then for an Evening Dinner at the Fortescue Hotel
where Tony Hooper had managed to get us all a good deal.
and where John and Angela Avens joined us.
We were delighted that they were able to come as John
Avens entered the School at the same time as most of us in
September 1962 , when he became the new Biology
Teacher and, as many readers will recall, went on to
become Housemaster of Grenville.
Many recollections including the smoking dens, the mass breakouts, the overnight pranks, the masters
(brilliant but eccentric maybe the best description in today’s world). One particular memory with the Aven’s
was the rearing of turkeys in the plantation and then the killing, plucking and taking home for Christmas.
Wouldn’t even dream of it in today’s health and safety conscious world. After more bottles of wine than
perhaps was good for us, we retired to bed.
The following morning we went back to the school for Exmoor Day, this time no need to go up to the Sick
Bay to see Matron to try and fake some strange illness to get off from doing the run. This time we got the
bus out to the Poltimore Inn on Exmoor, well most of us did as Geoff Tincler and Duncan Oldreive decided
to walk the 8 or so miles to the start with the senior school runners into the teeth of an Exmoor Wind with
snow falling on the higher ground. The Poltimore has hardly changed in 50 years, or so we are told as we
never got inside back then.
Then back on our bus to Heasley Mill were we saw the leading runners go through before the cold got the
better of us and we were soon back at the School to see the leading runners coming across the Plantation
and cross the finishing line.
The Old Boys who managed to attend were Clive Argent, Robert Cattell, Nick Dawe, Tony Hooper, Chris
Mills, David and Duncan Oldreive, Peter Morris, Paul Pigden, Piers Rogers, Geoff Tincler and Tom Winter.
We all shared our memories of boys {some sadly no longer with us}, masters and times at WBS.
It was surprising what some of us had forgotten in that 50 year gap and between us pieces of the forgotten
jigsaw came flooding back to us. It was true nostalgia. But despite our perceived privations which were
much due to the less enlightened era and the poorer economic circumstances of the School throughout the
1960`s, we all shared this experience of being incarcerated at West Buckland which gave us a camaraderie
that will never leave us as it was at such an informative time of our lives.
The one thing that we all said is what a truly wonderful
and happy place it is now, the freedom of the pupils, the
quality of the teaching and the new and impressive
buildings. It is an almost unbelievable transformation,
needless to say for the better.
DUNCAN OLDREIVE (60-69C)
ROBERT CATTELL (62-69G)

Exmoor

Thank you to everyone who took part in this year's Exmoor. It was
wonderful to see so many WBS families taking part.
In the Long Race, John Hancock (06-17F) brought it home for The
Fortescue with an outstanding time of 1 hour, 16 minutes, closely
followed by fantastic performances from Barnaby Hayward (00-10C)
and Fred Kingdon (07-12C). Virginia Crosbie was the first female who
romped in past the post.
It was an absolute pleasure to come
In the Short Race, Old Boy (and parent), Alex Spear was triumphant. back and run the Exmoor this year. As
Hot on his heels were parents, Geoffrey Everett-Brown & Sam Baker. we approached the start line, the moors
did not disappoint and greeted us a
with a wicked hail shower.
Having just ditched most of my tracksuit, clad in my
shortest of shorts I cowered behind a minibus. Attempting
to conserve heat: waiting pensively. My granddad won the
annual cross-country run back in his day – I only managed
a measly 8th in my final year – so I still had the proverbial
chip on my shoulder.
I was jittering with the trademark mixture of hypothermia and
excitement. The race could not start soon enough. After the
countdown I raced off the line to secure a lead. Soon into the initial
descent the weather eased off. Before long I was rapidly shedding off
clothing to marshalls.
Heart rate monitor, jacket, gloves and arm warmers were all eschewed.
I cruised the downhill and soon enough the hills began to bite. I dug in
and clawed my way up the cleeve. Anyone who has completed the run
will know the familiar searing agony. I had no one in front of me, but
always spurred on by the brilliant marshalls.
Soon enough it was all over and I crossed the line. An experience worth
reliving for any old boy (or girl). Although I’m still waiting for my arm
warmers to come back!

John Hancock (06-17F)

Jack’s Marathon Achievement

In May 2017, my uncle was diagnosed with a primary Grade 4 Glioblastoma, a
highly aggressive brain tumour that has one of the worst cancer survival rates of all.
I had always wanted to run a marathon so what better way than to tackle the
biggest one, the London Marathon!
My chosen charity was the Brain Tumour Charity. I had hoped to run in a time of
3.30 hours; however, I crossed the line in 3.41 which I was happy with, but even
more so the £3,000 I raised for the charity. Very sadly, my uncle lost his battle in
July, despite being one of the 3.3% to survive beyond two years.
Hopefully, my small contribution will go some way towards research into finding a
cure for this type of cancer.

Jack Lancaster (05-15F)

London Reunion

Rhys Williams (03-10G)

Thursday 9th May saw the latest gathering of Bucklanders at The Carpenters Arms in West London. ‘A gathering of Bucklanders’, I’m sure someone can come up with a better collective noun for a group of us!
There was an excellent turnout with people gathered from across the eras at West Buckland who were able to
reconnect with old friends, and even older teachers! It was an evening for nostalgia with all able to
reminisce on their time at West Buckland, whilst also discovering what old friends have been up to in the
years that have passed.
It was particularly pleasing to catch up with a number of members of staff, including Bob Clark, Chris
Ponder, Michael Tucker, Jonathan Ralph, Rachel Haywardand John Whitfield there. Their good humour was
in evidence in abundance, bringing back fond memories of lessons and school experiences of the past.
It is great to see these drinks reunions continuing to provide an informal environment to maintain links with
West Buckland, and I’m sure many are looking forward to more of these pleasant evenings.
Thanks, as always, to Amanda Reynolds, Monica Carter-Burns and Lucy Lancaster for their hard work in
making such reunions a success, and for providing the drinks tokens - much appreciated by all!

CELEBRATION OF FARMING

Around 90 members of the West Buckland Community gathered in the
Karslake Hall for a lively and sociable evening. It was an opportunity to
thank the local farming community for the contribution they make to the
life of the School – for example their patience with school buses in the
lanes and for generously allowing us to run over their land for the
Exmoor.
Lady Arran welcomed us and introduced our guest speaker - Dr Sean
Beer. Sean is currently Senior Lecturer in Agriculture at Bournemouth
University, a Nuffield Scholar and a great advocate for British food,
farming and the countryside. He attended WBS in the early 1980s and
was in the Brereton. His late father, Albert Beer, was also educated at
WBS and Albert went on to a distinguished career internationally and
locally, working passionately on campaigns related to food, farming and
the countryside.
As well as being entertained by our fascinating speaker, we enjoyed a
delicious locally sourced meal of ham hock terrine, Exmoor Blade of
Beef and Bramley Apple and Hedgerow Berry Tart Bill Geen (63-68F)
Daisy Lavington
University of Southampton
MSc Sustainability with merit
Sunny Hung
Bath Spa University
BA (Hons) Business and Management
Jack Lancaster
Loughborough University
BA International Business
Charlotte Cornish
UCL
BA French
Ellie Waters
The Manchester Metropolitian University
MA International Fashion Marketing & Management
Chester Williams
Bath University
Business Administration
Isabelle Brown
University of Birmingham
BSc Economics and Political Science
Isobel Moore
Plymouth Marjon University
BEd Secondary Education

Graduate News

Dr Georgina Slee, MBBS, BSc
graduates from
Kings College
London

Sean Beer (79-81B)
Georgie Slee
Kings College, London
MBBS Medicine BSc (Hons)
Jack Brazier
Cardiff Metropolitan University
BSC Sport and Exercise Science
Bethany Braddick
Royal Holloway University
BA Hons History
Emily Morrish
Durham University
BA Hons Economics and Management
Joe Hastie
Cardiff Metropolitan University
BSC (Hons) Sports Coaching
Izobel Northridge
University of Southampton
BSC Environmental Science
Joe Hayles-Cotton
Univeristy of East Anglia
American Studies

Running the New York Marathon
for Ben Skelton (86-93G)

Ben was a very close school friend, we were in the same
house (Grenville) and hung out most days, often filling
spare time listening to blues music, playing sport, and in
each other’s company. He was incredibly gifted
academically, musically and with sport, and it was a wonder
to me that he’’d get straight A’s with seemingly no effort…
(had he done any revision before exams!?)
After leaving school, we remained in touch and met up now
and then. I was always encouraged by how easy it was to
pick up our friendship, as if no time separated our meeting.
Over the years, I became more aware of his deteriorating wellbeing, and how he understood his mental
health yet wrestled to resolve it. Ben did struggle with his mental health, which in turn impacted on his
energy levels, exercise, and consequently led to him developing diabetes.
Ben was open and frank about his condition and I was surprised by some of his routines, reflection and
outlook when we talked about his wellbeing. He was one of my closest friends and I always stood by him, so
it hurt to see him struggling. To be honest, I wasn’t sure how to help until I started learning more about
mental health and wellbeing whilst participating in the Movember Foundation charity ... growing a
moustache in November and talking about mental health.
Then, after a jolting early morning call with the crushing news that Ben had died, I found myself scrolling
through Facebook and texts trying to find solace in messages he’ d sent. ‘Thanks old chap!’ is the last digital
footprint I have of Ben. I think part of me was looking for validation …it must be a mistake, not real, we’d
only recently been exchanging texts. It took a while to sink in, and I remember at some point wondering
what more I could have done to support him.
The following months were filled with the emotions we all inevitably experience, so at Ben’s funeral it was
comforting to see familiar friendly faces from a time shared at West Buckland School, and to meet with his
family.
As the funeral finished, I remember a fellow WBS friend whispering to me “…all Ben’s life and it finishes
with a memorial and a full stop at the end of his obituary”. Whilst the funeral was followed later by two other
memorial events, including one in North Devon attended by WBS friends, the comment stayed with me for a
while.
Then this April, “Movember” nominated me to run the
New York Marathon on their behalf. It was an opportunity
to extend Ben’s ‘full stop’. I decided to go for it despite not
being a runner. Now I’ll be running over 400 miles to get
fit for the Marathon held 3rd November 2019 in New York
City. Since the WBS Exmoor race in 1993, I’ve not run
more than a bath, so this will be interesting... if not painful.
Ben will be my motivation to fundraise as much as possible
- every penny will go directly to the Movember Foundation
to focus on Mental Health and Suicide Prevention,
Testicular and Prostate Cancer.
If any fellow WBS can support, it would be hugely
appreciated. My official Movember page https://mobro.co/
timballard1 where people can donate, learn more about
Movember and follow progress, I hope to do him proud.

Tim Ballard (89-93G)

OWBA Golf

University Entrants
Autumn 2018
Jenny Johnson			
The Ellesborough Cup was ably won by John Ferguson by a single
Veterinary Physiotherapy
point from Nick Dennis.
Thanks to Mike Hannaford for his superb organisation of this annual
Phoebe Joslin			
tournament.
University of Hull
Chinese Studies
Ottilie Kuehne			
University of Bath
Psychology
Hazel Li				
University of Durham
Accountancy and Finance
Frederick Lo			
University of Nottingham
Nutrition
Mary Lykova		
Gap year
ELLESBOROUGH
Rose McKinnel			
Gap year
Reuben Noall			
A fine time was had by all at the OWBA Golf tournament at
Westward Ho!
Exeter College
Creative & Professional Writing John McKerrow emerged the worthy winner with Steve Hill taking
Harry Palmer 		 second place and Angus Calder a very respectable third.
A special mention to Gareth Clark who got a birdie on the 1st hole.
Imperial College, London
Material Science & Engineering Thank you to everyone who participated.
Ed Parry 			
University of Reading
Finance and Investment Banking
Josh Payne 			
University of Reading
Building Surveying
Brad Phillips
		
University of Swansea
Chemical Engineering
Asia Raspopova
University of Exeter
International Relations

WESTWARD HO!

OWBA Phoenix

The annual Phoenix Debate between the OWBA and the Sixth Form
was held on Friday, 16 November.
Former president of the Society, Harry Palmer, returned and teamed
up with Reverend Sutcliffe to take on Molly Muir and William
Wardle.
The house overwhelmingly voted against the motion “It should be
an offence to offend anyone.” However, when it came to the speeches
themselves, Miss Muir and Mr Wardle, who argued that it should be
an offence to offend, won in a landslide victory of 55 to 5 votes.
Many thanks for both sides on an exciting and thoughtful debate.

The next OWBA v WBS Phoenix debate and dinner will take place
on Friday 15th November.
Tickets are priced at £15 per person (Free to current 6th formers)
and are available from the OWBA office.

University Entrants
Autumn 2018
Yuxian Shen		
University of Durham
Business and Management
Dicky Siu
University of Warwick
Chemistry
Tom Smaldon		
King’s College London
Political Economy
Hugo Spear
University of Bristol
Italian and Spanish
Flo Taylor
University of Sheffield
French & Hispanic Studies
Kaitlin Turk
University of Sheffield
Psychology
Vickie Turner
University of Brighton
Biomedical Science
James Varley		
Cardiff University
International Relations
Georgia White
		
Bristol, UWE
Business & Events Management
Kim Whiting
Loughborough University
Chemistry
Millie Wilton
		
Gap year
Ellie Wyborn
University of Southampton
Biomedical Science

Remembering Jim
Hawkins
It probably comes as no surprise to learn that the
name by which Jim was always known was not his
real name. Anthony acquired the name as a child
when he and his classmates were reading Treasure
Island at school, and so he was soon renamed, and
his new name stuck.
Jim was a modest man, but that should not mislead
anyone into underestimating his capabilities and his
outstanding commitment to so many charities and other
organisations, and to the whole community. He was at
the heart of a great many voluntary and other bodies
across North Devon and further afield.
No doubt his professional work as an accountant meant that his expertise was much appreciated by many
groups, but his contribution was far more than ensuring that the finances were in order. He had a real
vision and sense of purpose, and wished to use his time and talents to promote causes he truly believed in.
He served for many years as Chair of the East and West Buckland Parish Council, and as a member of the
Village Hall Committee. Most of the good work that Jim did was known only to a very few people. The
thousands of people who travel through West Buckland village each year will enjoy the daffodils on the
entrance to the village but almost no-one will know that they are there because Jim saw how this would
enhance the lives of residents and motorists, and saw the project through to fulfilment.
Jim was a great lover of music, although it must be said that many of his musical tastes were not easy to
understand for most of us. His enthusiasm for the avant-garde led him to an active role in the Birmingham Contemporary Music Group and to sponsoring new composers. He was also very committed to the
Cheltenham Music Festival and, locally, to the Young Musicians Scheme.
For many years he was a trustee of the Steel Trust, and it is partly through this role that the West Buckland
School community has reason to be very grateful to him. The Steel Trust has given generously to several
fund-raising initiatives over many years, including The Jonathan Edwards Sports Centre and the 150 Building. His interest in the school was, of course, strongly influenced by the fact that his two children, Will and
Catherine, both attended West Buckland from 1982-1990 and were members of the Fortescue. West Buckland School played a part in Jim and his wife Maureen’s family life in a unique way. Their home since they
moved to North Devon in the 1980s was Taddiport, one of the two farm houses which were the temporary
home of the school in its very early days while the main school building was under construction after 1858.
The original school bell is still on the wall of the house.
Jim was a kind, thoughtful and most generous man who was held in the highest regard by all who had the
good fortune to know him. His sudden death came as a considerable shock and has caused sadness to a
great many people, most of all, of course to Maureen and their children. His passing undoubtedly leaves
a void in their lives, but the whole West Buckland and North Devon community, and the many causes he
supported, will be the poorer without Jim.

J F Vick

In Memory of Justin and Pat Orchard-Lisle
Hugo Orchard-Lisle pays tribute to his father, Justin and his aunt, Shirley Patricia.
The school’s strong association with the Orchard-Lisle family spans generations.
Justin Orchard-Lisle and Shirley Patricia Orchard-Lisle were the two children of Aubrey and Bunty Orchard-Lisle.
Aubrey (18-24G), together with his brother Mervyn (23-29G), was a great supporter of the school and several school
buildings and facilities still bear the family name.
Shirley Patricia, known as Pat, was born in in London in 1935 and due to the Second World War was evacuated from
London to Devon whilst still a child. After the war, she went to Queenswood School, on to finishing school in Switzerland, and secretarial work in advertising in London and Toronto. She returned to the UK, married and went on to have
three children, a daughter and two sons - Philippa, Nick and Jonathan.
The family lived in Hertfordshire but when Pat and her husband of 27 years separated, Pat spent increasing amounts of
time at a beautiful home in a small village in southern France, where she hosted many happy holidays for family and
friends. Pat doted on these close friends and family, including her children, their partners, her brother Justin's wife and
two sons, and her seven grandchildren.
Pat's home in England was Westmill in Hertfordshire, where she enjoyed spending time gardening and supporting the
church and Parochial Church Council. Her knowledge of plants and flowers was, typically, self-taught and
comprehensive, and her garden knew better than to allow anything to interrupt the order she demanded of it. Her
commitment to meals on wheels switched to Buntingford Action for Social Help, or BASH, and she joined the meeting
group, organised flower arranging, dealt with the Electoral Roll and read regularly in Church. Her faith was strong.
In 2003, Pat was very seriously injured in a road traffic collision near her home and almost succumbed to injuries
which would hamper her for the remainder of her life, but she remained quietly indomitable, only slowly and
reluctantly conceding to her increasing frailty.
This frailty did not affect her rigorous self-discipline - swimming every day whilst in France and completing every
mind game and puzzle in the Daily Telegraph forming part of a daily routine to keep her mind and intellect sharp and
to manage her physical impairments. This sharpness was evident in her consistent and remarkable ability for cryptic
crosswords.
Similarly this frailty did not stop her from continuing to do the right thing with the advantages she had.Family brushes
with cancer led to her supporting the Teenage Cancer Trust, which became one of her favourite charities. Pat had not
previously had much involvement with the School but became more closely connected in 2014 and bestowed a
generous donation to assist with the construction of the 6th Form Boarding House. Pat also gave the school a Bluthner
grand piano as a gift in 2016, followed by a long overdue visit to the school where she was given a tour and presented
with a book detailing the history of the Orchard-Lisle family's association with the school. Pat very much enjoyed this
new-found relationship with the school and was touched by the appreciation of her
contributions.
Nothing quite became Pat’s life as her leaving of it. She was ill at the beginning of this year but refused to bow to it until
nature intervened. She was taken into hospital where tests revealed how limited was her remaining time.
Pat faced her end calmly and without fear. Her faith sustained her in this, along with her natural pragmatism and
resilience. It was her time – she knew it and accepted it. Typically, she made the most of the few weeks she was given to
see or speak to family and friends, and to make arrangements for her funeral in a characteristically organised way.

Justin was born in in 1947, 12 years after Pat, with
rationing still in place following the War but a time of
great opportunity where their father Aubrey found great
success in the commercial property sector.
Justin became quite independent from an early age with
his parents leading busy lives and he went to Edgegrove
School at the age of 7, then to Le Rosey in Switzerland
aged 13, where he spent much of his free time skiing.
From here he went on to Millfield School where he
reportedly kept pet pigs and demonstrated early
entrepreneurial spirit by fixing up old bicycles and
selling them on.
His early years were shaped otherwise by enjoying London, moving with his parents from Hampstead to Mayfair, with
weekends at Marlow and holidays at the Imperial Hotel in Torquay.
A number of Justin's friends in London were in the police force, a profession which greatly appealed to Justin but
he instead began what was to become a long and devoted career in commercial property development. Justin joined
Ernest, Hours and Williams as a junior negotiator in 1966, then Town and City Properties later the same year, and then
Raglan Property in 1973 where he remained for 9 years, based in an office on Piccadilly. Justin always recalled his time
at Raglan fondly, where he gained significant experience and had many adventures.
During this time Justin moved to near Newbury, where he purchased an old barn which he enjoyed developing into his
own house, soon met his wife Jo with whom he went on to have two sons, Jolyon and Hugo, in 1981 and 1983.
Justin was close to his father Aubrey and learned much about the property industry from him. Aubrey died in 1989 and
Justin was delighted when his son Hugo became closely associated with the School in 2012 and went on to become a
Trustee of the School’s Foundation.
Justin and Jo set up a property development company together, establishing a close circle of associates who were all
talented in their respective fields, but whose trustworthiness and humour were equally valued. Justin worked within
a framework of loyalty and trust as the cornerstone of his business life. He shared his love of dining and quality wines
as means of expressing thanks and gratitude to his professional team. In many ways he was his own man, backing his
judgement above conformity and more conventional ways of doing things which was refreshing and rewarding for
those around him.
Justin and his family lived in East Woodhay, near Newbury, from 1983, and when Justin moved in 2006 he built a house
in nearby Highclere, with the help of many of his old team. He spent the last chapter of his life here, deriving great
pleasure from the house and garden which he had helped design, and the surrounding countryside with its plentiful
flora and fauna.
Justin's health gradually deteriorated and he spent a number of weeks in hospital at the end of last year and the
beginning of this one, but he was determined to rally and return home. He defied expectations and prognoses and
managed just this, where his happiness was evident and he was surrounded by his family for much of his final months.
His gentlemanly nature, honesty and generosity were observed by many and Justin would help anyone he could,
particularly friends and family, but there were other causes he cared deeply about such as the RNLI and the Durrell
Wildlife Conservation Trust.
Justin's other defining characteristic was his humour and a smile or laughter was never far from his face. He retained
his sense of humour to the end, and showed that humour can make the wonderful moments of life truly glorious, and
make the tragic moments bearable.
Justin also demonstrated that great pleasure should be derived from simple things in life - the company of others,
laughter, food, drink, the built environment and the natural world.
Pat died on 27th January 2019. Justin died on 27th April 2019.

Hugo Orchard-Lisle

David Lindsay (57-62B)
David Lindsay, recently died at his home in N.Queensland, Australia. He attended WBS, from 1957 to 1962
and was in the Brereton House with his brother John. He was very active in the House teams for a number of
the sporting activities, representing the School at the National Shooting Championships at Bisley.
After leaving WBS, he completed a Diploma Course with the Royal College of Aeronautical and Automobile
Engineering in Chelsea. His time at WBS imbued him with a sprit of adventure and independence and he
soon had itchy feet. This lead him to buy a one-way ”£10 Pom” ticket to emigrate to Australia, where he spent
the rest of his life, working principally in Darwin and Cairns.
He is survived by his wife and four children. Although they were separated by the continents, he and John
were close in spirit and he will be missed by all his family and friends.

The Association was saddened to hear of the
deaths of much loved Old Boys, Bill Woodman
(41-44 C) and Bill Bray (33-41B) .
Our thoughts are with their families.
Sadly, retired Catering Manager, Sylvia Ridd (61-11S) who many of you will
remember fondly, also passed away last year.
Her photo, along with that of long serving members of staff, Gerald and
Keith, has been reframed and is now in situ on the walls of Karslake Hall.

Foundation Bursary Programme
One of the principle roles of the Foundation is to provide fully funded bursaries to enable talented children
from local schools to benefit from a West Buckland education. At West Buckland, we have a strong vision of
social inclusivity and wide opportunity. Our Foundation bursaries give children, who would not otherwise
have been able to attend West Buckland, a truly life-changing opportunity.
Lady Arran launched our campaign seeking further support for the
Foundation’s Bursary Fund to enable us to offer a greater number of
bursaries and give more young people the opportunity to be part of West
Buckland.
“At West Buckland, we strongly believe in providing an education that truly
transforms the young people who come here. The breadth and depth of their
school experience will have a huge influence on their future. By donating
towards the Foundation bursary fund, you are quite simply giving more
young people the opportunity to fulfil their potential.”
Lady Arran
Foundation Bursary student Jono Lethaby (2012-2019G) has just
finished at West Buckland and writes:
“I feel honoured to have been given the opportunity to study at West
Buckland, not only for my secondary and sixth form education but for the
vast array of other activities to partake in. I have been around the country
with the school’s CCF and have engaged in regular debates with the
Phoenix Society.
West Buckland School has also found ways for me to exercise my passions
outside the already impressive co-curricular system here, such as being
asked to photograph and video school events. I am aiming to continue
onto higher education, studying for a degree in Theology and Religion. I
am very lucky and proud to have been a pupil here.”

Individual supporters
We are enormously grateful to all the individuals who have contributed towards the School. Your continued
support gives bursary opportunities for children as well as enabling the School to enhance its facilities and
learning environment in order to maintain our place as one of the leading schools in the South West.
In the past year the Foundation has helped to fund the purchase of the Overton Cricket Electronic
Scoreboard, indoor hockey boards, hockey goal keeping kit and new cricket safety helmets.

If you would like to hear more on how you can support the school, through regular giving, a gift in
your will or sponsorship or to find out more on other exciting projects taking place at the school,
please contact Amanda Reynolds ajr@westbuckland.com

Staff Farewell Elma Rushe (01-19S)
After eighteen years of teaching at West Buckland School,
Elma Rushe retired this summer. She will be greatly missed by
pupils and colleagues alike.
She joined WBS in 2001 as a teacher of Biology, sixth form
tutor and member of Grenville House. Her cheery
disposition and easy Irish charm instantly made her a popular
and valued member of staff. Her teaching qualities were
quickly recognised, and she was promoted in 2004 to become
Head of Fortescue – a position she fulfilled with great passion
and enthusiasm for 9 years.
In 2013, she was appointed to the Senior Management Team
and two years later, became Chaplaincy Team Leader,
organising the Memorial Service and Rogation Service. These
were amongst her many contributions to school and East and
West Buckland Parish.
Elma will be remembered fondly by the whole school
community and we are delighted that she will staying locally
and look forward to welcoming her at WBS.
“Ms. Rushe was an absolutely incredible teacher. I think she is one of
the true contributing factors to me choosing a science based career.
She taught with such enthusiasm for Biology and had a huge amount
of respect from every single pupil.
Alongside teaching the curriculum I believe that she really
encouraged me to be a more confident individual and to strive for my
ambitions.
She was the heart of the Biology department at WBS and there is no
doubt she will be missed by both pupils and teachers.”

Rachel Groome (05-14C)

“I have been very fortunate to have known Elma in two
capacities, having been taught by her and now working with her.
Elma is without doubt a truly inspirational teacher but most of
all one of the world’s truly kindest and loving ladies you will ever
meet.

When I returned to West Buckland for my interview after many
years of being a student here, I welled up when I saw her. I will
never forget what she did for me on an eventful skiing trip where
I decided to hurt my leg up a mountain! She looked after me and
made sure I still had a lovely trip away .
I will always remember the giggle we had trying to translate what
the French doctors at the x-ray department were saying!
Thank you Elma for being so wonderful !”

Holly Meredith (99-04F)

Class of 2019

Yasmin Abed
Owen Bradshaw
Eleanor Broggio
Isabella Brooks
Julianna Brown
Magnus Carter-Burns
Emily Chan
Adrian Chan
Moses Chan
Emma Changlor
Janice Choi
Ella Clifton
Patrick Colville
Cara Copsey
Jagoda Cottingham

Ines Dasso
Tom Dewhurst
Molly Down
Miriam Eskandar
Georgia Eveett Brown
Christopher Fleming
Harvey Fry
Orla Galbraith
German Galeev
Archibald Guildford
Charlie Haines
Rebecca Hallums
Isobel Harris
Kian Hayles-Cotton

Alex Heath
Molly Helicon
Louis Hughes
Emily Jellard
Ted Kilvington
Nancy Lao
Jonathan Lethaby
Sean Li
Will Morris
Molly Muir
William Oke
Timothy Peng
Grace Quinn
Harry Sampson
John Skinner

Dates for your Diary

Robert Stirzaker
Jasmine Symons
Sara Tennant
Jessica Thompson
Mona Wafai
William Wardle
Ayaka Watanabe
James Whelan
Katie Willes
Emily Wilson-North
Isaac Windley
Emily Woods
Moon Yan
Polly Yu
Anastasiia Yudin

7th September : OWBA Autumn Sports at WBS
7th September: OWBA Rugby Fundraising Dinner & Auction at WBS
13th September: Sir Patrick Moore Memorial Lecture & Dinner at WBS
17th October: OWBA Cardiff Reunion at Barocco
15th November: OWBA Phoenix Society Dinner & Debate at WBS
16th November: OWBA Tom Hitchins Lunch at Yelverton Golf Club
29th November: Jazz Night at the Pier House, Westward Ho!

Sign up to the latest OWBA
news, via our new interactive
online community:
https://owba.westbuckland.com

